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ADVERTISEMENT. 


N this ſhort Diſcourſe, JI have endea- 
voured to bring the nobleſt Argument, 
that can employ the Mind of Man, with- 
in a ſmall Compaſs ; and yet to ſet it in a 


clear Light. Nor ſhall I make any other 


Apology for the Publication of it, but 


only that ] hope it may be of good Uſe, 


at leaſt to ſuch as want Money to buy, or 
Leiſure to read, larger Volumes upon the 


ame Subject. 
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Eternal Salvation, Me. 


1 TEHEsSsS. v. 21. 


Prove all Things : Hold faſt that which is 
TT, „ 
T the twelfth Verſe of this Chap- 


ter, the Apoſtle lays down certain 
Rules of Chriſtian Piety, in diſtinct 


Sentences ; having no Occafion to connect 
them one with the other. Of theſe Sentences | 
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my Text is one, of very great Concern to 
us all (as we ſhall preſently ſee) and there- 
fore carefully to be looked into. 

Prove all Things, ſays the Text: Under 
which Expreſtoh, we are not to include 
the Affairs and Buſineſs of this World. 
For altho', in Prudence, a Man ought 
to make ſome Proof even of ſuch Things 
as theſe, before he engages himſelf in them; "Þ 
yet theſe are not the Things of which St. 

Paul is here ſpeaking, but only of the 

Things of Religionz the Things upon 
which our eternal Salvation depends: 
Theſe are Things which he directs us to 
try, examine, and Prove. 

Again; Hold faſt that which is good, ſays 
the Apoſtle. y that which is good, he 

means.only that which is agreeable and con- 

formable to the Will of God, which, in 
Matters of Religion, is the only Rule of 
goed to us. To the ſame Purpoſe he 
ſpeaks, Rom. xii. 2. where he directs us to 
prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfef? Will of God. Alſo Eph. v. 8. Walk 
as Children of Light, proving what is ac- 
ceptable to the Lord. And ver. 17. Be ye 
not unwiſe, but underſtanding what the Will 
'of the Lord is. 

From the Text, thus explained, theſe 
two 3 muſt evidently l & 
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Firſt, That it is the Duty of every Man 
to ſearch, examine, and enquire into Mat- 
ters of Religion, until ſuch Time as he 
finds it proved to the Satisfaction of his 
Conſcience, what the Will of God is, which 
he ſtands obliged to perform and fulfil. 
Secondly, That when he is convinced 
what the Will of God is, he ought to bold 
Faſt to it, and by no Means to depart from 
it. Prove all Things: Hold faft that which 
is good: That is to ſay, that which is agree- 
able to the Will of God. 
Firſt then, it is the Duty of every 


Man to ſearch, examine, and enquire in- 


to Matters of Religion, until ſuch Time 
as he finds it proved, to the Satisfaction 

of his Conſcience, : what the Will of God 
is, which he ſtands obliged to perform and 
full. And that this is ſo, there will need 
no other Argument to prove but this 
alone, Thar it is God's Command to 
every Man thus to do. Which will mani- 


feſtly appear both from Reaſon and Holy - 


Scripture, 


Firſt, from Reaſon. Man is a rational 


Creature, endowed with Underſtanding, 
whereby we are enabled to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Good and Evil, that we may approve 
and chooſe the one, and reject and diſap- 
prove the other. As then St. Paul puts 

SS this 
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this Queſtion, bo maketh thee to differ 
from another? And what haſt thou that thou 
didſt not receive? That is to ſay, from the 
Hand of God : 1 Cor. iv. 7. So let us in 
like manner demand from ourſelves, who 
made us to differ from the Beaſts that pe- 
riſh ? Who breatbed into Man's Noſtrils the 
Breath of Life, whereby Man is become a 
living Soul? Gen. ii. 7. Who is it that has 
given us Reaſon and Underſtanding where- 
by we are more diſtinguiſhed from Brute 
Animals than by our bodily Shape ? Is not 
all this owing entirely to the Good will 
and Pleaſure of our great Creator? 
For what End and Purpoſe then has God 
made us rational Creatures ? Is it or ly that 


We ſhould employ our Reaſon about the 


ſhort and tranſitory Things of this World, 
and that we ſhould ſtruggle and contend 
with one another about them? Has not 
he made us capable of looking up to him 
that created us? Of honouring, adoring, 
and worſhipping him, and of enquiring 
into his holy Will? And is not this a 
plain Command, ſignified to us by our 
own KReaſon, that we ſhould accordingly 
ſo do ? In a Word, that Man muſt wholly 
lay afide his Reaſon, who does not think. 
it his Duty to employ it in enquiring after 
the Will of 2 to the Intent that he 
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may perform it; wherein all Religion en- 
tirely conſiſts. 
And therefore St. Paul pronounces the 
Heathen World to be without Excuſe, be- 
_ cauſe that when they knew God, they 33 
Bim not as God. They had ſome compe- 
tent Knowledge of God even by their own 
natural Reaſon: Becauſe (as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks) that which may be made known of 
God was manifeſted in them : For God had 
ſhewed it unto them. For the inviſible T hings 
of him, from the Creation of the World, are 

clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the Things 
that are made, even his eternal Power and 
Godhead, Rom. 1. 19, 20. But the Hea- 
thens did not improve this Knowledge as 
they ought.to have done, to the Glory of 
God. They did not carefully enquire after 
the Will of God, in which ſober Reaſon 
would have guided them a great Way; 
but became vain in their Imaginations, and 
their fooliſh Heart was darkened, as it im- 
mediately follows. 
Thus we may ſee that Reaſon, of itſelf, 
teaches it to be God's Command that we 
ſhould diligently enquire after his Will ; 
And the ſame Thing is alſo enforced upon 

us by the Holy Scriptures, What can be 
more plain to this Purpoſe than the Words 
of "oP Text ? Prove all 7 vings ; hold faſt 


that 
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that which is good. I hus alſo ſpeaks Sr, 
John, x John iv. 1. Beloved, believe not 
every Spirit ; but try the Spirits whether they 
are of Gd; becauſe many faiſe Prophets are 
gone out into the World. And accordingly 
the Church of Epheſus is commended for 
trying them which ſaid they were Apoſiles 
and were not, and finding them Liars, Rev. 
ii. 2. Search tbe Scriptures : For in them ye 

think ye have eternal Life; ſays Chriſt, ohn, 
v. 39. And the Bereans are approved of 
for not taking their Religion blindly upon 
truſt, but ſearching the Scriptures daily whe- 
ther thoſe Things were fo, Acts xvii. 11. Our 
Bleſſed Saviour puts all Men upon judging 
for themſelves (which always preſuppoles a 
proper Enquiry) Yea, and why even of your 
ſelves judge ye not what is right ? Luke xii. 
57. And, to add no more Proofs from 
Scripture in ſo plain a Caſe, St. Peter di- 
rects all Chriſtians to be ready always 10 
give an Anſwer to every Man that aſketh them 
a Reaſon of the Hope that is in them, 1 Pet. 
ji. 15. Which it is impoſſible for any 
Man to do, except he firſt makes a ſerious 
Enquiry into the Will of God, and the 
Truth of Religion. 

Having thus plainly, both from Reaſon 
and Scripture, laid this great and fundamen- 
tal Command of God vebore you, that we 
ought, 
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ought, every one of us, to ſearch and en” 
quire what his. Will is; as a faithful Ser- 

vant ought to do into that of his Maſter 3 
let me add this one Conſideration, that 

our Obedience to this Command is of the 
_ greateſt Moment and Importance to each 

of us, that any Thing can poſſibly be. 
Our Blefled Saviour obſerves, that when 
a Man 7ntends to build a Tower, he fits down 
firſt and counts the Coſt, whether he have ſuf- 
ficient to finiſh it, Luke xiv. 28. Or, if @ 


King goes to make War againſt another King z 


he firſt conſulteth whether he be able to meet 
Him in the Field, ver. 31. Indeed, in all 
Matters of great Conſequence, a Man of 
common Prudence will not fail to conſider 
beforehand what is moſt proper to be done; 
left, when it 1s too late, he ſhould find him- 
ſelf diſappointed in his Expectation, and 
perhaps very much damnified. Now what 
can poſſibly be of greater Conſequence, 
Moment, or Importance to us all, than to 
know the Will of God? Upon the due 
Performance of which the Peace of our 
Conſciences here, and our eternal Happi- 
neſs hereafter entirely depend. If then, in 
the momentary Affairs and Buſineſs of this 
World, we think ourſelves obliged to 
make the beſt Uſe of our Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding, that we may not be deceived 
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to our Damage or Prejudice; certainly 


much more ought we ſo to do, when that 
which of all Thipgs, is, or ought to be, 
moſt valuable to us, is in Danger of being 
loſt by our Neglect. 

But here it is objected, that to make 
a full Enquiry into Religion, with the 
Grounds and Reaſons of each Part of it, 


wherein the Will of God with Regard to 


us is contained, is a Thing of great Diffi- 
eulty, and not to be undertaken by any 
but a Man of Learning: And ſince upon 
this ſingle Conſideration the Generality of 


the Church of Rome are perſuaded to make 


no Enquiry at all into Religion, but to take 
it on Truſt from their Church, or rather, 


moſt of them upon the Credit of their Prieſts, 
I thiok a clear and full Anſwer ought to be 
given to this Objection. 


Let us then for the preſent fuppoſe it to 
be very difficult to make an Enquiry into 
Religon : Is this a ſufficient Reaſon for 


our not doing it, when God has command 


ed it? It js difficult for us, who carry Fleſh 
and Blood about us, to keep our Paſſions in 
Subjection to Reaſon and Religion, and to 
mortify and ſubdue all our evil Inclinationsz 
and yet there is no ſober Man who does not 

own this to be his Duty. More difficult it 


would be to expoſe ourſelves to Perſecu- 


tion, 
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tion, and even to Death for the Sake of 
Religion and a good Conſcience: And yet 
if God in his Providence, ſhould call us 
to this, there is no ſincere Chriſtian who 


will not acknowledge that he ought wil- 
lingly to ſubmit to it. Difficulty then is no 
Juſt Excuſe for our not obeying any Com- 


mand of God as I have ſhewn it to be 
that every Man ſhould make diligent En- 


qꝗuiry into his Will, or iato Matters of Re- 


ligion, wherein it is contained. 
But, at once to take off the whole Force 
of this Objection, it is very plain that a full 
and ſatis factory Enquiry into Religion, as 
far as we are corcerned to know it, is fo 


far from being dfficalr, that it is very eaſy 


to be made by every one, even of a mean 


Capacity, who with moderate Diligence and 


Attention will ſet himſelf to it. And be- 


cauſe this is à Foint ot the higheſt Impor- 


tance, I ſhail crave your Patience, whilſt-I 

briefly ſer ic in a full and clear Light. 
Par only End and Deſign of Gadd. | 

making Religion kaownto Mankind, 18 1 


we might live bolily here, and beeternally 
happy kereaiter. © bis is the Will of God, 


even. your Santlification, 1 Thell. iv. 3. and 


T he Goſpel of Chriit is the Power of God unto 

Salvation, Rom. ti. 6. Whatever Doc-- 

rrines then are advanced by any Man, un- 
| der 
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der the Pretence of Religion, if they have 
no Tendency towards making us holy in 


this Life, or happy in that which is to come, 


Religion (properly ſpeaking) is not at all 


concerned in them; nor is any Man obliged 


to enquire into the Truth of them. Flee 
goutbful Luſts; but follow after Righteouſ- 


* Faith, Charity, Peace, with them that 


call on the Lord out of a pure Heart, ſays 


St. Paul: All ſuch Queſtions as have no 
Tendency hereunto, he brands with the 


Name of foolifh and unlearned, and directs 


us to avoid them, knowing that they do gen- 


der Strifes, 2 Tim. ii. 22, 23. 


Turn over that vaſt Multitude of great 
and ſmall Volumes of controverſial Divinity 
(as it is called) witk which learned Men 


have troubled the Chriſtian Church; and 


you will find them full fraught with barren 
Speculation, Strifes of Words, (1 Tim. vi. 4.) 
which miniſter Queſtions rather than godly 


_ edifying which is in Faith: To which Sort 


of Things the Apoſtle directs us not to give 
Heed, 1 Tim. 1. 4. 


Theſe are the Things which ſeem to per- 


plex Religion, and to make it difficult to 
know what the Will of the Lord is, (Eph. v. 


17.) But if we lay them all at once aſide, 


as St. Paul directs us; we may plainly ſee, 
that all the Knowledge of Religion that is 


neceſſary 


w_— 
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neceſſary to make us holy, and, in Conſe- . 


quence thereof, eternally happy, entirely 
conſiſts in theſe three Things. Firſt, that 


we be fully perſuaded of the Being of 


God; which is the firſt Principle and 
Foundation of all Religion: Secondly, 


that we be convinced of the Truth of that 
Religion which was taught by Jeſus Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles; without which we can- 
not be Chriſtians : And, thirdly, that we be 
rightly informed what it is which God re- 
quires from us, according to the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, in order to our Salvation. This 
is Life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 


| ſent, John xvii. 3. He that is ſufficiently 
inſtructed in theſe three Things, and leads 


his Life according to them, can want no 
Knowledge that iS neceſſary to make him 
a good Chriſtian, and bring him to eter- 
nal Salvation. And all this Knowledge 
may ealily be attained unto by every Man 
of a common Capacity, who will but a 


little ſeek after it. Seek and ye ſhall find, 


ſays Chriſt, Matt. vii. 7. But if a Man 
will not be at a little Trouble in / eng, 


how is it poſſible for him to find what he 


would have, | 
Firſt then, it is eaſy for meh a Man to 


arrive at a full Perſuaſion touching the Be- 


B ing 
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ing of God. And indeed it is hard to ſup- 
poſe, that any Man can look about him, or 
make the leaſt Obſervation on the Structure 
of the whole World, and the many Sorts 
of Creatures contained in it, without being 
fully convinced of this great Truth, 

Aſk the moſt ignorant Man, who has 
not quite loſt his Reaſon, who it was that 
made the Clock, which points out the Hour 
of the Day and Night to him? And he will 

readily tell you it was made by ſome Clock- 
_ maker; and if there had not been ſuch an 
Artiſt both to contrive and frame it, there - 
never could have been any ſuch a Thing as 
a Clock, 

Let him, in like Manner afk himſelf, 
Who made the whole Univerſe, and every 


Thing therein? Who made the Sun, Moon, 


and Stars, to mark out for us the Day 
for Labour, the Night for Reſt, and the 
| ſeveral Seaſons of the Year, for Tiling of 


the Ground and faving the Fruits of it ? 


Who gave the Earth Power to bring forth 
Graſs, Herbs, and Trees for the Uſe both of 
Man and Beaſt ? Who placed the Earth at 
ſuch an exact Diſtance from the Sun, as to 
be cheriſhed by its Hear, and yet not burnt 
up by it? Who gives to all living Crea- 
tures Power to receive the Nouriſhment fit- 


ted for them, and to E their Kind, 
that 


N 
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that the Earth may not be laid waſte and 


made deſolate? Who gives unto Man a 
rational Soul, and endows him with proper 


Faculties, whereby to make Uſe of the Crea- 


tures put within his Power for his Support 
and Comfort? And, laſtly, who is it that, 
for ſo many thouſand Years, has kept, and 


ſtill does keep all theſe Things in that exact 


Order wherein they have ſo long continued? 
Many more plain Queſtions might he added 
to thele: But if a Man ſeriouſly puts theſe 
alone to himſelf (which one of a mean Capa- 
city may eaſily do) his ownReaſon mult pre- 


ſently convince him, that if ſo poor a Thing 


as a Clock, or any other Engine, could not 
be without an Ar/i/t to contrive and faſhion 
it, much leſs could there be ſo glorious a 
Structure as the whole Univerſe (in every 


Part of which there is ſo much Art and Con- 


trivance) if there were not a molt wile and 
powerful God to frame it, and put it in that 
Order wherein we find it. The Heavens de- 
clare the Glory of God; and the Firmament 


Hheweth his handy Mor: Pſalm xix. 1. And 


the inviſible T hings of him, from the Creation 
of the World, are clearly ſeen, being underſtood 
by the Things that are made, even bis eternal 

Power and Godbead, Rom. i. 20. 
Secondly, It is eaſy for a Man of a mean 
Capacity, with a little attentive Enquiry, 
* 2 | 206 


16 The Way to Salvation 
to become well convinced of the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion. 
Ihe moſt illiterate Man who converſes 
at all among his Neighbours, either does, or 
ealily may, upon very good Grounds, be- 
lieve many Things that are recorded in the 
Hiſtories of paſt Times. Who (for Ex- 
ample) has the leaſt Doubt but that there 
were ſuch Perſons as Kipg Henry the Eighth, 
Queen Elizabeth, King Charles the Firſt, 
and others, who ſat upon the Throne of 
England? Theſe Things are notorious, and 
no Man is ſo mad as to contradict them. 
Now, what is or can be more notorious in all 
Hiſtory than the Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles ? They healed Multitudes 
of Sick People with a Word or a Touch ; 
they gave Sight to the Blind, Hearing to 
the Deaf, and Strength and Agility to the 
Lame and Maimed. Chriſt Jeſus walked 
upon the Water, and ſtilled the Tempeſt by 
his Command. He fed Multitudes with a 


very ſmall Quantity of Proviſion. He caſt 


out Devils, reſtored the Dead to Life, and 
roſe himſelf from the Dead the third Day, 
after he had been crucified, and his Vitals 
pierced by a Spear. He converſed familiar- 
ly with his Diſciples for forty Days after his 
Reſurrection ; and then was openly taken 
up into Heaven in their Sight, and ſoon 
a after, 


8 plainly pointed out. 29 

after, by ſending the Holy Ghoſt upon 
them, he gave them Ability to ſpeak all 
Languages; without which it had not been 
poſſible for them to preach the Goſpel to 
all Nations. 

All theſe Things, I ſay, are moſt noto- 
rious, and tranſmicted down. to us in the 
Hiſtory of the New Teſtament, by a Mul- 
ticude of as faithful and unexception ble 
Witneſſes as ever gave, or could give Teſti- 
_ mony to the Truth of any Fact whatſoever : 
Witneſſes who could not hope to gain any 
Thing by their Teftimony, if it were falſe ; 
and ſuffered all manner of Perſecution, and 
even Death itſelf with exquiſite Forments 
for adhering to it: Which is known to 
have been the Caſe of the Apoſtles, and 
very many of the firſt Diſciples of our 
Bleſſed Saviour: Of all which it is moſt 
eaſy for every Man, with a little Enquiry, 

fully to inform himſelf. 
ids not this then enough to convince any 
Man, who will but think of it, that they 
who were enabled to work ſo very many 
Miracles for the Confirmation of the Doc-- 
trine which they taught, had moſt certainly 
their Power and Authority from God? And 
conſequently that the Religion, which was 
taught by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is 

the true Religion? Our bleſſed Saviour ap- 
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peals to the miraculous Works ſo often 


done by him. Though ye believe not me (ſays 
he) believe the Works ; that ye may know and 


believe that the Father is in me, and 1 in bim, 


John x. 38. 


dd we adhd that the Theitien 


Religion, in every Part of it, is moſt pure 
and holy, and agreeable to the Nature and 


Attributes of God (which is manifeſtly the 


Caſe, and will ſufficiently appear from the 
ſhort Daught of it which, by and by, I 
ſhall have Occaſion to make) it will] much 


ſtrengthen the Argument, beyond any Pre- 


tence of an A 


Thirdly, It is eaſy for a Man of a com- 


mon Capacity to get ſufficient Information 
touching all that God, according to the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, requires from us 
in order to our Salvation. 

Indeed, if he reſolves to perplex his Mind 
with thoſe Niceties and Subtilties, thoſe 
fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions, which I have 
ſhewn you St. Paul directs us to avoid, and 
give no Heed to, he will ſoon bring himſelf 
into an inextricable Labyrinth. But the 
direct Way to Salvation is very plain to 
be underſtood ; and the only Difficulty of 
it is to unmortified Fleſh and Blood to put 
it in Practice. Hear what St. Paul ſays 
touching this Matter, Rom. x. 8. The Word 


0 
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is nigh thee, even in thy Mouth and in thy 


Heart; that is the Word of Faith which we 


preach ;,, That if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 


Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in 


thine Heart that God hath raiſed him from the 


Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Always pro- 


vided that the Courſe of thy Life be an- 
ſwerable to this Belief ; which, by the whole 


Tenor both of the L ws and the Goſpe 1, is 


ever to be underſtood. 

The Ceremonial and Judicial Laws of 
Moſes were only given to the People of 1/- 
rael (whom God hath united into one civil, 


. as well as ſacred Society,) and are all of 


them now aboliſhed under the Goſpel. But 
God always did, and ever will, require, 
both from them and all other Nations, that 
they ſhould ſtrictly obſerve the moral Law. 
He hath ſhewed thee, O Men, what is good, 


And what doth the Lord require of thee, but 


to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk 


humbly with thy God? ſays the Propher 


Micah , Chap. vi. 8. Let us hear the Con- 
cluſion of the whole Matter : Fear God, and 
keep bis Commandments : For this is the whole 
Duty of Man; ſays Solomon, Eccl. xii. 13. 

In every Nation, he that feareth God and 
worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted with bim; 


* St. Peter, Acts x. 3 Ge 


St. 
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St. Paul repreſents the Sum and Subſtance 
of all that is neceſſary to Salvation, in theſe 
few and plain Words: The Grace of. God, 
that bringeth Salvation, hath appeared to all 
Men: Teaching us that, denying Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Luſis, we ſhould live ſoberly, rigb- 
teouſly, and godly in this preſent World: . 
ing for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious Ap- 
| pearing of the great God, and our Saviour Je- 
ſus Chriſt : Who gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify 
unto himſelf a peculiar Peopye zealous of good 
Works, Tit. ii. 11. Certainly God, who is 
infimitely Wiſe and Good, has given the 
Blefling of Religion to us his Servants, not 
to puzzle or perplex us, but to guide and 
direct us in the Performance of our Duty; 
if we will but give due Attention to it. 

The whole Chriſtian Religion is mani 
feſtly comprehended under theſe few 
Heads. To believe in one God, the Fa- 

* ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; in 
„ whoſe Name Chriſt has commanded all 
« who come into his Church to be bap- 
„ tized. To love God above all Things; 
& and to ſhew our Love of him by kee ep- 
„ ing all his Commandments. To ſhew 
c Love and Good will to all Mankind, 

„ Friends, Strangers, and even Enepinies, | 
« as r as we have Ability and * 
„ nity 
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nity for it. To be juſt and true, ſober, 
patient, temperate, and chaſte in the 


whole Courſe of our Lives. To put 


our Truft in God's Mercy through the 
Death and Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, 
for the Pardon of our Sins, upon our 


true Repentarice, Often to commemo- 


rate the Death and Paſſion of Chriſt, 
who died for our Sins, by eating of 
that Bread and drinking of that Cup, 
which he has appointed for that Purpoſe. 
To live peaceably, quietly, and con- 
tentedly amongſt our Neighbours, and 


obediently and ſubmiſſively to our Su- 


periors. To ſanctify the Lord's Day. 
To worſhip God both publickly and 
privately, and conſtantly to pray to him 
ior the Grace and Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit, to enable us to perform 
every Part of our Duty: And, in the 


Performance of all this, to hope for a 


bleſſed Reſurrection and eternal Salva- 
tion; not for any Merits of our own, 
but through the Mercy of God, and 
the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour and Redeemer.” 


Too many there are, and have been, who 
have mixed falfe, or, at beſt, unneceſſary 
Doctrines with their Religion: But this, 


which I have now recounted, is the Sum 


ang 
. 
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_ Subſtance of the whole Chriſtian Reli- 

n: And what is there in it all, that 
— not eaſily be known by every one who 
will but a little enquire into it? Indeed 1 
may almoſt aſk, what Man is there, who 
converſes among CREE that does not 
know all this already ? Exceptivg ſuch 


as, by ſhutting up the Eyes of their Under- 


ſtanding, have made themſelves wifully 
blind. Altho' perhaps one who is illiterate 
may not be able well to expreſs the Senſe 
which he has of it. Well, therefore, may 


I conclude, that it is eaſy for a Man of a 
common Capacity to get ſufficient Informa- 


tion touching all that God requires from 


us, under the Goſpel, in order to our eter- 
nal Salvation. 


It is indeed the Duty of every Man, ac- 
cording to his Ability, to improve his No- 
tions of Religion, and to grow in the Know- 


ledge of Jeſus Chriſt, as St. Peter directs; 
2 Pet. iii. 18. That, if poſſible, he may be 


qualified, by ſeund Doctrine, both to exbort 
and to convince the Gainſayers, Tit. i. 9 But 
a little Knowledge, if a Man can get no 
more, and conſcientiouſly puts in Practice 
what he knows, may be ſufficient (through 


the Mercy of Gag) to bring him to Salva- 
tion. . 
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Having thus ſufficiently cleared up my 
firſt Propofition, and ſhewn it to be the 
Duty of every Man to make the beſt En- 
quiry he can into Religion and the Will of 
God; as allo how ealy this Jaſk is, even 
to a Man of a mean Capacity, if he honeſt- 
ly ſets himſelf to it: I ſhall have Occaſion 
do ſay but little touching my ſecond Pro- 

poſition, which was, 

That when a Man is convinced what the 
Will of God is, he ought to hold faſt to it, 
and by no Means to depart from it. 

This is a Truth univerſally acknowledged 
by all Men, who own the Being of God: 
And therefore needs no farther Proof. God 
is our Creator; our ſupreme Lord and 
Maſter; by His Will alon we muſt ſtand or 

fall to all Eternity. As, therefore, it is our 
Duty to enquire after it; ſo it is both our 
Duty and Intcreft, when we have found it, 
to be obedient to it, and upon no Account 
to depart from it. Let us hold faſt the Pro- 
Jelſion of our Faith, without wavering, For 
he is faithful that promiſed, ſays St. Paul, 
Heb x. 23. And we onght to obey Ged 
rather than Men ; ſay the Apoſtles, Ads v. 
29. And ſo will every other Man ſay; 
although too many there are, who do not 
practiſe accordingly. 


Let 


24 The Way to Salvation 


Let us now ſee what Uſe we ought to 
make of the Doctrine which I have thus 
eſtabliſhed from my Text. = 

Firſt then, what ſhall we ſay of thoſe 
Men, who are careful to enquire into 
every other Thing that concerns them, and 
yet never make any Enquiry at all into the 
Truth of their Religion ? 

If a Man be about to make a Bargain, or 
to tranſact any woridly Buſineſs, he com- 
monly conſiders whether what he is going 
to do will be for his Benefit, and whether 
he may do it with Safety. But although 
he owns that his eternal Happineſs entirely 
depends upon the Truth of his Religion; 
yet why he is of that Religion which he 
profeſſes, rather than of another, he is able 
to give no good Reaſon. 

One Sort of Men there is, who make it 
their avowed Profeſſion never to ſearch in- 
to the Grounds and Reaſons of their Re- 
ligion. But (ſay they) we believe as the 
Church believes, and we are ſafe. And if 
you aſk them, how they know that their 
Church, upon which they depend, is the 
true Church, and that what they believe 
is as the Church believes? To this they 
have no other Anſwer to give, but that 
their Prieſts tell them ſo. = 


But 
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But, in the Affairs of this World, they 
will not rely upon the bare Credit and Au- 
thority of their Prieſts, who they well 
know may be miſtaken; and why then 
ſhould they do it when their eternal Sal- 
vation is at Stake? Why do not they con- 
ſult their own Reaſon, and ſtudy the Holy 
Scriptures, until they are fully ſatisfied 
whether thoſe things which they learn 
from their Church, or rather from their 
Prieſts, are agreeable to the Will of God? 
No; they will not do this; but ſuffer 
. themſelves to be charmed and laid to ſleep 
by the bare Name of Ihe Church, altho? 
they know not what the Church is, and 
give themſelves no farther Trouble about 
the Matter. OY 
The Holy Scriptures are by all Chriſtians 
owned as the Word of God: And in them 
(being faithfully tranſlated into many Lan- 
guages) particularly in thoſe of the New 
Teſtament, the Life, Miracles, Death, Re- 
ſurrection, and Aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt 
are- plainly ſer forth, together with that 
Doctrine of Salvation which he command- 
ed his Diſciples to teach; and for the do- 
ing of which, he gave them the Gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt: And St. Fobn. exprefly = 
tells us, that Theſe things are written that 
we might believe that — is the Chriſt, the 
DER Son 
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Son of Cod; ; and that believing we might 
have Life through his Name, John xx. 31. 
What an Infatuation then is it for any 
Man, who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, to 
ſuffer himſelf to be kept a Stranger to this 
holy Book? 


Others there are, who; although they 


have full and free Liberty of ſearching | 
the Scriplures, and enquiring into the 


Grounds and Reaſons of Religion, yet 
groſiy neglect to do it. Be ready always 


zo give an Anſwer to every Man that. 22 


eth you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in 
you, ſays St. Peter, 1 Pet. iii. 13. But 


many there are, of both Sorts, who ſeek. 
for no other Reaſon why they hope to 


be ſaved in the Religion which they pro- 
felis, but only tbat thus they have been 
taught from their Infancy : Which Rea- 


ſon may as well be urged by a Turk or 


a Heathen as by them. 


J have ſhewn it to be a Duty of the 


greateſt Importance to every Man, that 


he ſhould ſearch and enquire. into Reli- 


gion and the Grounds of it; and alſo that 


this may be done, with very good Suc- 
ceſs by every Man, even of a mean Ca. 


pacity, who will but ſet himſelf to it 
with the ſame Care and Attention as he 


does to his worldly Buſineſs, That Man, 
8 ; therefore, 


4 


4 
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therefore, who neglects ſo to do, is for 


ever left without any manner of Ex- 


Secondly, What ſhall we ſay of thoſe 
Men, who have indeed a competent 
Knowledge of Religion, but yet do not 


form their Lives according to what they 


very well know. 75 

Nothing can be plainer than that God 
requires from us all, that we ſhould be 
zealous of good Works, diligent in the Prac- 
tice of Piety, Juſtice, Charity, Compaſ- 
ſion, Truth, Sobtiety, Temperance, Mo- 
deſty, Chaſtity in our Words and Acti- 
ons, and every other Chriſtian Virtue. 


Of all this none of us can pretend to be 


ignorant; and yet how many are there, 
who in their Practice are the very Re- 


verſe of it? Who never ſet themſelves 
to hold faſt that which they know is good, 
and moft agreeable to the Will of God? 


as my Text directs us all to do. Theſe 
Men are ſelf condemned, and therefore 
it is in vain to diſpute with them. For, 
as our bleſſed Saviour ſays, IF they bear 


not Moſes and the Prophets, neither will 


they be perſuaded though one roſe from ihe 
Dead, (Luke xvi. 31.) So may we ſay, 
that if a Man will not hearken to the 


Dictates of his own Conſcience, neither 


* Will 
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will he regard what any other Man ſays 


.to him. 


But ſuch Men ought to remember, that 
Chriſt has expreſly told us, that That 
Servant who knew bis Lord's Will, and pre- 
pared not bimſelf, neither did according lo 
his Will, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes, 


Luke xii. 47. O that they were wiſe, that 


they underſtood this; that they would con- 


ider their latter End! as God, by Moſes, 


ſays to the People of Jrael, Deut. xxxii. 
as. . 


Laſtly, The Doctrine of my Text may 


be of great Uſe to us, when Men en- 


deavour to perplex our Minds by at- 
tempting to perſuade vs that divers things 
are neceſſary to Salvation, which really are 


not ſo. 


For Example: The Church of Rome 
with great Aſſurance tells us that we 
cannot be ſaved, except we receive all 
thoſe Additions which ſhe (without any 
Authority but her own) has preſumed 


to make to the Chriſtian Religion. If 


a Man be convinced of the Truth of a 


Doctrine, he cannot but give his Aſſent 


to it: But if he be not ſo convinced, it 
is impoſſible he ſhould believe it, what- 


ever he may pretend; and God requires Im- 
poſſibilities from no Man. 


My 
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My Text directs us that, when we 
have proved all things, we ſhould hold faſt 
that which is good. That is to ſay, what- 
ever is conformable to the Will of God, 
whatever he has commanded and requires 
from us (the Sum and Subſtance of all 
which I have but now ſer before you) 
all this we ought to hold faſt, and ent 
our Lives according to it, without bewil- 
dering ourſelves with thoſe things which 
are above our Capacity. 

The Church of Rome takes very much 
upon herſelf, and Men of real or pretend- 
ed Learning have advanced many Opini- 
ons of their own: But God alone, who 
is the ſole Author and Giver of Salvation, 
has Power to preſcribe the Conditions of 
it: And if we honeſtly and ſincerely per- 
form what God has commanded (all which, 
J have ſhewn you, it is eaſy. for every Man' 
to learn) we are ſafe. _ 

The Apoſtles of Chriſt themſelves bad 
1 A over" the Faith of Cbriſtians, 
'2. Cor. 1. have not ſpoken of my. 
ſelf (ays Tefus Chriſt) but ihe Father 
which ſent me, he gave me a Commandment 
what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak :- 
and I know that his Commandment is Life 
everlaſting. Whatſoever 1 ſpeak therefore, 
very as 10 Father ſaid unto me, ſo I ſpeak, 
— 1 John 
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John xi. 49, 30. In like manner, Chriſt 

ſent his Apoſtles to teach Men to obſerve all 

bing whatſoever he had commanded them, 
att. XXvili. 20, The Apoſtles were faith- 


ful Stewards of this Truſt committed to 


them, 1 Cor. iv. 2. Wherever they preach- 
ed the Goſpel, they kept back nothing that 

was profitable, Acts xx. 20. but declared all 
tbe Counſel of God, ver. 27. Nor did they 


expect that what they taught ſhould be 


received becauſe it was the Doctrine of 
Paul, Apollos, Cephas, or any other Apo- 
ſtle, but purely and only becauſe it was 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, 1 Cor. i. 12. For 


Who is Paul, and who is Apollos, but AM 


niſters, by whom ye believed? Chap. iii. 5. 
And when once the Apoftles had preach- 
ed the Goſpel, i they themſelves, or an 
Angel from Heaven ſbould bave taught any 
other thing, as Goſpel, than that which they 
bad preached, let him be accurſed ; ſays St. 
Paul, Gal. i. 8, Nor have we any au- 
thentick Account of what the Apoſtles 


taught or preached, except the Holy Scrip- 
Zures, All this is moſt plain. 


If therefore the Romaniſts would have 
us receive their Doctrines of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, the Sacrifice of the Maſs, the giv- 
ing Divine Worſhip to the Hoſt, the 
Communion under one Kind * the 

nvo- 
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Invocation: of Saints, the at of 
Images and Relicks, Purgatory, the Pope's 
Supremacy, and all the reſt of their Er- 
rors: If (I ſay) they would have us re- 
ceive all theſe things as neceſſary to Sal- 
vation; it is incumbent on them to prove, 
Firſt, that all theſe Doctrines were taught 
by the A poſtles; ; and Secondly, That God 
requires * Belief of them from us. Nei- 
ther of theſe Points is pretended to be 
proved from the Principles of Natural 
Reaſon: And therefore if they take up- 
on them any other Way to prove them, 
it muſt be either from Holy Scripture (in 

which they moſt notoriouſly fail) or from 
| ſome new Revelation made by God; of 
which they ought to give a ſufficient Ac- 
count, if they expect that we ſhould be- 
lieve them. 

I ſhall conclude with a Repetition of thoſe 
moſt divine Words of St. Paul, which I 
have once already mentioned, and ought 
to be deeply imprinted upon the Heart 
of every Chriſtian, Tit. ii. 11. The Grace 
of God, that bringeth Salvation, hath ap- 
peared to all Men, teaching us that, denying 
Ungoalineſs and worldly Luſts, we Should 
live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this 

preſent World; Looking for that bleſſed 
Hope, and ibe glorious — of the Great 


God, 
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God, and our Saviour Jeſus- Cbriſt; Who 
gave himſelf for us, that be might redeem us 
from all Iniquity, and purify to himſelf a pe- 
culiar People zealous of good Works. This 


we are ſure is all gobd, and agreeable to 
the Will of God. In the Name of God 


then, let- us Prove, Approve, Bold i Haft, 


and bring forth the Fruit of it in the 


whole Courſe of our Lives, to the Glory 


of God, and our own eternal Salvation, 
through the ſame our bleſſed Saviour Jeſys 
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